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Our  Responsibility 

During  the  past  18  years  we  have  been  blessed  in  having  inspired 
leadership  on  the  earth  through  the  Lord's  prophet,  David  O.  McKay. 
Never  before  has  the  Church  shown  such  great  growth.  Many  hundreds 
of  new  chapels  have  been  built  under  his  direction.  Many  beautiful 
temples  have  been  built.  The  membership  of  the  Church  has  increased  by 
many  hundreds  of  thousands.  It  is  recognized  and  known  for  good 
throughout  the  earth  by  truth-seeking  people  as  never  before.  One  reason 
for  this  great  growth  has  been  his  teaching  that  every  member  is  a 
missionary.  "He  who  has  been,  warned  shall  warn  his  neighbour"  has  been 
practiced  by  faithful  members  in  discharging  this  sacred  obligation  placed 
upon  those  who  have  learned  the  truth. 

Some  months  ago  President  McKay  wrote  an  article  which  appeared 
in  one  of  the  Church  publications  stressing  what  is  required  of  us  if  we 
would  be  successful  missionaries.  He  listed  as  the  first  that  we  must  be 
worthy,  and  that  as  Christ  was  the  one  perfect  gentleman  to  ever  walk  the 
earth  that  our  being  worthy  to  represent  him  was  essential.  His  second 
requirement  was  that  we  must  be  converted.  It  is  hopeless  for  us  to  think 
we  can  bring  others  to  know  the  truth  if  we  are  not  converted  to  it 
ourselves.  Service,  or  willingness  to  serve,  is  the  next  need  of  a  missionary 
if  he  would  be  successful.  When  some  wonderful  experience  comes  into 
our  lives,  we  want  to  share  it  with  others  —  loved  ones  and  friends.  Thus 
we  must  want  to  share  the  joy  of  the  Gospel  with  others.  The  last  "must" 
for  success  as  a  missionary  is  that  we  seek  guidance  through  prayer.  In  this 
regard,  we  might  remember  the  message  of  Doctrine  and  Covenants  section 
42  :  14,  which  reads. 

And  the  Spirit  shall  be  given  unto  you  by  the  prayer  of  faith,  and 
if  ye  have  not  the  Spirit,  ye  shall  not  teach. 
Think  of  the  many  wonderful  truths  which  have  come  to  us  through  the 
power  of  prayer. 

It  is  true  that  each  of  us  is  a  son  or  daughter  of  our  Heavenly 
Father.  As  we  practice  the  cultivation  of  these  attributes,  so  will  the 
blessings  of  our  Heavenly  Father  pour  out  upon  us  so  we  can  be  instru- 
ments in  accomplishing  his  work.  We  should  remember  our  relationship 
to  our  Heavenly  Father.  Because  of  our  lineage,  we  can  cultivate  each 
virtue  we  set  our  mind  to  obtain.  Parley  P.  Pratt  has  made  this  fact  more 
clear  than  we  have  seen  it  written  elsewhere.  He  said,  as  set  forth  in  Key 
to  Theology,  pp.  96,  97,  4th  ed.: 

An  intelligent  being,  in  the  image  of  God.  possesses  every 
organ,  attribute,  sense,  sympathy,  affection,  of  will,  wisdom,  love, 
power  and  gift,  which  is  possessed  by  God  himself.  But  these  are 
possessed  by  man  in,  his  rudimental  state  in  a  subordinate  sense 
of  the  word.  Or  in  other  words,  these  attributes  are  in  embryo,  and 
are  to  be  gradully  developed.  They  resemble  a  bud,  a  germ,  which 
gradually  develops  into  bloom,  and  then,  by  progress  produces 
the  mature  fruit  after  its  own  kind.  The  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
adapts  itself  to  all  these  organs  or  attributes.  It  quickens  all  the 
intellectual  faculties,  increases,  enlarges,  expands,  and  purifies  all 
the  natuial  passions  and  affections,  and  adapts  them  by  the  gift 
of  wisdom  to  their  lawful  use.  It  inspires,  develops,  cultivates  and 
matures  all  the  finetoned  sympathies,  joy.  tastes,  kindred  feelings, 
and  affections  of  our  nature.  It  inspires  virtue,  kindness,  goodness, 
tenderness,  gentleness,  and  charity.  It  develops  beauty  of  person. 
form,  and  features.  It  tends  to  health,  vigor,  animation,  and  social 
feeling.    It    develops    and    invigorates    all    the    faculties    of    the 

(Continued   on  page    101) 
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The  Book  of  Mormon 

"Which  contains  a 
record   of  a  fallen 
people,      and      the 
fulness  of  the  gos- 
pel of  Jesus  Christ 
to  the  Gentiles  and 
to  the  Jews  also;" 
The  Book  of  Mormon  is  God's  revealed  word  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth  today.  It  was  written  by  prophets  anciently  for  our  edification  and 
stands  as  an  everlasting  witness  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ.  It  is  one  of  the 
most  fundamental  canons  of  our  religion.  Joseph  Smith  affirmed  this  when 
he  wrote  in  his  journal  November  28,  1841:  "I  told  the  brethren  that  the 
Book  of  Mormon  was  the  most  correct  of  any  book  on  earth,   and  the 
keystone  of  our  religion,  and  a  man  would  get  nearer  to  God  by  abiding 
its  precepts,  than  by  any  other  book."  On  another  occasion  he  said:  "Take 
away  the  Book  of  Mormon  and  the  revelations,  and  where  is  our  religion? 
We  have  none." 

Members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  stand 
apart  as  a  "peculiar  people".  We  are  the  only  people  on  the  earth  to  have 
God's  word  from  two  continents.  We  accept  the  Book  of  Mormon  as 
truth.  The  Eighth  Article  of  Faith  states:  We  "believe  the  Book  of  Mormon 
to  be  the  word  of  God."  In  speaking  of  Joseph  Smith,  the  Lord  himself 
establishes:  "He  has  translated  the  book,  even  that  part  which  I  have 
commanded  him,  and  as  your  Lord  and  your  God  liveth  it  is  true." 
(D.  &  C.  17  :  6) 

Verbally,  at  least,  we  accept  the  Book  of  Mormon  as  scripture.  But 
to  what  extent  are  we  converted  to  the  truthfulness  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon?  Have  we  even  read  the  book  in  its  entirety?  A  speaker  at  a 
Church  meeting  once  asked  the  question,  "How  many  of  you  would  like 
to  read  the  sealed  2/3  of  the  Book  of  Mormon?"  An  eager  response  showed 
every  hand  in  the  congregation  uplifted.  Then  the  speaker  countered  with 
the  query,  "How  many  of  you  have  read  the  unsealed  1/3?"  Many  hands 
were  shamefully  withdrawn.  What  need  have  we  to  search  for  more 
revelation  when  the  Book  of  Mormon  contains  the  "fulness  of  the  gospel." 
Have  we  read  it? 

If  we  have  read  it,  do  we  know  that  it  is  true?  Moroni  left  us  this 
counsel: 

Behold,  I  would  exhort  you  that  when  ye  shall  read  these 
things,  if  it  be  wisdom  in  God  that  ye  should  read  them,  that  ye 
would  remember  how  merciful  the  Lord  hath  been  unto  the 
children  of  men,  from  the  creation  of  Adam  even  down  unto  the 
time  that  ye  shall  receive  these  things,  and  ponder  it  in  your 
hearts. 

And  when  ye  shall  receive  these  things,  I  would  exhort  you 

that  ye  would  ask  God,  the  eternal  Father,  in  the  name  of  Christ, 

if  these  things  are  not  true;   and  if  ye  shall  ask  with  a  sincere 

heart,  with  real  intent,  having  faith   in  Christ,   he  will  manifest 

the   truth    of   it    unto    you,    by    the    power    of    the    Holy    Ghost. 

(Moroni  10  :  3-4) 

He   also   adds   the  caution :    "And   now,   if   I   have    no    authority   for 

these  things,  judge  ye;  for  ye  shall  know  that  I  have  authority  when  ye 

shall  see  me,  and  we  shall  stand  before  God  at  the  last  day."  (Ether  5   :  6) 

"Search  the  scriptures",  read  the  Book  of  Mormon.  Pray  about  it  and 

strengthen  your  testimony,  for  it  is  the  "keystone  of  our  religion"  and  the 

"most  correct  of  any  book  on  earth."  It  is  God's  word. 
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CHURCH  HISTORY  IN  S.A. 

SPECIAL  FEATURE  CONCLUSION 

The  conclusion  to  the  mission  of  William   Holmes  Walker.  The  /ear  is   1855. 

**October  13th.  Br.  Charles  Roper  and  wife  from  Winterberg  had  now 
arrived  on  their  way  to  Zion.  He  was  a  corpulant  man  of  over  300  pounds 
in  weight,  who  I  had  hunted  out  and  baptised  away  up  in  the  interior  of 
the  country,  called  Winterberg.  He  told  me  before  he  left  his  home  that 
if  they  would  not  give  us  a  passage  aboard  their  ships  that  we  would 
purchase  a  ship  of  our  own.  He  owned  a  valuable  property  in  connection 
with  his  farm.  An  extensive  ranch  and  a  large  herd  of  sheep.  He  was  as 
good  as  his  word.  On  his  arrival,  or  soon  after,  the  ship  Unity  was 
advertised  for  sale.  As  ship  owners  had  not  yet  concluded  to  give  us 
Mormons  a  passage,  he  soon  made  the  purchase,  with  a  little  assistance 
from  Br.  Stock,  paying  1,500  pounds  down  and  1,000  pounds  on  arriving 
at  London.  They  then  sent  out  word  that  they  would  take  all  that  wanted 
to  go. 

This  was  a  stumper  to  everybody,  that  those  so  styled,  ignorant 
Mormon  elders,  had  in  less  than  two  years  after  their  arrival  in  this 
country,  without  money  or  friends,  had  succeeded  in  exercising  such  a 
powerful  influence  over  all  classes  of  people,  especially  over  some  of  the 
most  wealthy  and  respectable  citizens  and  have  grown  to  such  a  power 
as  to  purchase  a  ship.  It  was  something  that  did  not  come  within  the 
scope  of  their  understanding. 

Br.  Geo.  Weigle,  wife  and  two  daughters  were  neighbours  of  Br  Roper. 
I  had  also  baptised  them.  He  was  immensely  rich  in  farms  and  vineyards, 
and  quite  a  large  sum  of  money  in  the  bank.  He  also  concluded  to  sell 
out  and  go  to  Zion.  He  made  arrangements  with  me  to  send  an  advertise- 
ment to  Grahamstown,  advertising  all  of  his  property  for  sale;  but  when 
he  came  to  make  a  calculation  with  regard  to  the  amount  of  tithing  to 
be  paid,  it  was  so  great  that  he  backed  out  and  down,  as  to  his  selling 
and  going  to  Zion.  But  he  still  remained  in  the  Church  until  he  died.  He 
had  never  joined  any  other  church  previously.  At  the  conference,  the 
Saints  desired  me  to  stay  another  year,  although  I  had  an  offer  of  a 
sailing  passage  in  the  Unity.  They  were  anxious  for  me  to  remain.  They 
would  gaurantee  that  I  should  have  a  first  class  passage  through  to  Salt 
Lake,  and  also  a  reasonable  supply  of  means  when  I  got  home.  I  finally 
concluded  to  stay,  with  the  consent  of  Br.  Haven  and  Smith.  And  was  set 
apart  as  president  of  the  African  Mission.  But  a  few  days  before  the 
Unity  set  sail  a  letter  was  received  from  President  Young,  that  we  were 
all  released  to  go  home.  This  changed  the  whole  arrangement.  I  immediatelv 
set  to  work  to  get  ready  to  go  on  the  Unity.  I  had  used  my  influence  with 
the  Saints  in  Port  Elizabeth  and  also  through  the  country  to  assist  Br. 
Haven  and  Smith,  liberally,  which  they  had  done.  Consequently  they  were 
unprepared  to  render  me  any  assistance.  Br.  Parker  made  me  a  present 
of  a  favourite  choice  riding  horse,  valued  at  20  pounds.  Also  a  new  saddle 
and  bridle,  when  he  got  through  riding  and  his  business  settled  up  ready 
to  start  for  Zion.  At  this  juncture  none  of  the  Saints  in  town  had  the 
money  to  buy  the  horse  and  there  was  not  time  before  the  ship  should 
sail  to  take  a  circuit  into  the  country  to  dispose  of  them.  Consequently 
we  had  to  put  them  up  at  auction.  All  was  sold  for  1 1  pounds  1 1  shillings. 
However,  the  Lord  continued  to  bless  me  in  various  ways.  On  account  of 
the  sudden  change  we  called  a  special  conference  in,  order  to  leave  an 
organization  as  complete  as  possible  under  the  peculiar  circumstances,  in 
which  we  were  placed.  There  were  many  very  important  questions  to  be 
considered  and  disposed  of  not  only  with  regard  to  those  who  were  about 
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to  leave  in  charge  of  the  mission;   but  those  remaining  in  different  parts 
of  the  country.  Also  with  those  that  were  about  to  leave. 

**Octobcr  25th.  At  10  o'clock  a.m.  conference  opened  in  the  usual 
manner.  President  Walker  presiding.  Elder  Walker  addressed  the  conference 
as  regard  to  the  necessity  of  appointing  faithful  men  to  preside  over  this 
conference,  after  our  departure.  Motioned  by  Elder  Smith  that  Br.  Jone 
Stock  be  ordained  an  elder.  Br.  Stock  was  then  ordained.  Elder  Walker 
officiating.  Motion  by  Elder  Walker  seconded  by  Elder  Smith  that  Br. 
Stock  be  sustained  as  President  of  this  conference.  Motioned  by  Elder 
Walker  and  seconded  by  Elder  Smith  that  Edward  Slaughter  be  sustained 
as  first  counsellor  to  Br.  Stock.  Also  B.  Allison  as  second  counsellor. 
Motioned  by  Elder  Walker  and 
seconded  by  Elder  Smith  the 
organization  of  the  different 
branches  be  sustained.  The  vote 
unanimous. 

**October  26th.  I  wrote  a 
reply  to  some  false  statements 
about  the  Latter  Day  Saints 
published  in  the  Port  Eliza- 
beth Mercury,  which  the  editor 
would  not  publish.  We  succeed- 
ed in  getting  it  published  in 
Port  Elizabeth  Telegraph.  Also 
500  copies  struck  off  in  the 
form  of  a  circular.  See  Printed 
copy. 

Following  is  copy  of  above  mentioned  circular  —  quote. 

"The  United  Church  of  England  and  Ireland,  to  which 
you  evidently  prove  that  you  no  more  belong  that  did 
Swedenborg,  or  Priestly,  or  Belsham,  or  Joanna  Southcote,  the 
pretended  mother  of  a  newly  to  be  born  messiah,  or  Joe 
Smith,  in  the  Temple  of  Nauvoo.  or  his  successor  in,  the 
state  of  Utah,  in  North  America,  the  pretended  author  of  a 
new  revelation  (in  addition  to  the  Bible)  called  the  Book  of 
Mormon,  which  was  really  only  a  fanciful  novel  about  the 
supposed  first  peopling  of  America.  Written  many  years  before 
Smith's  birth,  by  some  person,  for  amusement,  and  then 
thrown  aside;  but  which  Joe  Smith  afterwards  found,  and 
either  ignorantly  took  it  for  a  real  history  or  pretended  to 
consider  it  as  a  new  revelation.  Authorizing  any  man  to  have 
a  plurality  of  wives,  and  so  forth.  As  Brigham  Young,  the 
present  head  of  the  Mormons  in  their  infamous  state  called 
Utah,  in  North  America.  Has  for  his  own  share  seventy,  whom 
he,  as  governor  of  Utah,  and  holy  priest  of  Joe  Smith,  makes 
drive  about  thj  streets  there,  all  together  in  two  rows,  on  two 
benches,  in  an  immense  double-sided  char-a-banc,  as  if  they 
were  the  seventy  disciples  mentioned  in  Luke  XI,   17." 

Now  whether  this  author  has  made  the  above  false 
statements  ignorantly  or  willfully  remains  to  be  shown.  How- 
ever, it  is  quite  evident  that  he,  like  thousands  of  others,  has 
not  the  least  desire  to  state  the  truth  with  regard  to  the 
Latter-day  Saints,  their  doctrine,  their  leaders,  or  the  Book  of 
Mormon.  But  bishops,  clergymen,  ministers,  teachers,  and 
many  professed  Christians,  choose  rather  to  circulate  false- 
hoods and  make  denounciations,  such  as  "Joe  Smith",  "false 
prophet",  "deceiver",  "blasphemer"'.  "Book  of  Mormon,  a 
fanciful  novel",  "a  romance",  and  so  forth.  "Brigham  Young 
has  seventy  wives!"  Shocking!  Ok,  awful  Mormon  polygamy! 
Oh  horrible!! 
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Let  learned  divines  produce  some  evidence  to  substantiate 
their  denunciations.  Let  them  produce  one  scriptural  evidence 
to  prove  that  the  doctrines  of  the  Latter  Day  Saints  are  false, 
if  they  can.  When  they  do  this  the  reflecting  mind  of  the 
more  thinking  public  will  have  some  grounds  for  believing 
their  denunciations,  which,  up  to  the  present,  are  without 
proof. 

But  to  the  point.  This  author  before  alluded  to,  states 
above  that,  "the  pretended  new  revelation,  so  called  the  Book 
of  Mormon,  authorizes  any  man  to  have  a  plurality  of  wives." 
Now  every  one  that  has  read  the  Book  of  Mormon  knows 
that  to  be  false  —  that  it  authorizes  no  such  thing.  Therefore, 
if  this  writer  has  never  read  the  Book  of  Mormon,  he  is 
wilfully  ignorant;  because  every  person  in  the  colony  has 
access  to  that  book,  on  application.  If  he  has  read  it,  he  is 
wilfully  wicked,  and  has  made  such  statements  to  deceive  the 
public.  Therefore,  if  under  circumstances  this  writer  does 
not  know  what  the  Book  of  Mormon  contains,  we  ask  you, 
what  does  he  know  about  its  origin?  We  answer,  nothing.  If 
he  does  not  know,  and  then  states  that  which  it  does  not,  we 
ask  again,  what  confidence  can  the  people  have,  or  how  can 
they  be  justified  in  believing  what  he  says  about  the  origin  of 
the  Book  of  Mormon,  or  about  Joe  Smith,  as  he  calls  him,  or 
Brigham  Young's  having  seventy  wives,  or  about  the  doctrines 
of  the  Latter  Day  Saints?  We  answer,  that  they  can  neither  be 
justified  before  God  in  believing  in  the  denunciation,  of  this 
writer,  or  any  other  that  take  such  a  course,  whether  Pope, 
Cardinal,  Bishop,  Clergy,  Minister,  or  Teacher,  laity  not 
excepted. 

But  what  is  still  more  strange.  This  learned  writer  has 
contradicted  his  own  statement.  In  the  first  place  he  says  they 
"Joe  Smith's  successor  is  the  pretended  author  of  a  new 
revelation  —  in  addition  to  the  Bible  —  called  the  Book 
of  Mormon,"  and  then  immediately  makes  out  Joe  Smith  to 
be  the  author,  and  so  forth. 

Now  one  would  have  thought  that  this  learned  writer 
would  never  have  made  such  a  glaring  contradiction  as  the 
above  and  then  publish  it,  unless  he  thought  his  adherents  to 
be  "weak  dupes"  more  so  that  the  Latter  Day  Saints  ever 
were.  Should  this  learned  writer  ever  undertake  to  define  the 
author  of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  or  should  he  say  who  he 
supposed  the  author  to  be,  the  public  would  be  bound  to 
believe  it,  according  to  the  rule  generally  adopted  by  which 
to  judge,  viz.: 
Rule  1st.  Because  a  reverend  gentleman  says  it  is  so. 

"Oh,"  says  one,  "Joe  Smith  is  a  false  prophet,  he  is  an 
imposter,  a  deceiver." 

Rule  2nd1.  "For  the  Rev.  Mr.  says  so.  I  am  sure  it 

must  be  true,  for  the  Rev.  Mr.  is  a  learned  man,  and 

he  must  know  all  about  it." 

"Our  Ministers"  says  another,  "told  me  that  the  Book  of 
Mormon  is  a  made  up  thing,  a  fanciful  novel,  a  romance;  I 
am  certain,  it  must  be  the  case  ..." 

Rule  3rd.  "For  the  Rev.  Mr.  is  a  very  high  learned 

man." 

"Oh,  these  Mormon  priests  or  missionaries  are  an  ig- 
norant set  of  fellows,"  says  another. 

Rule  4th.  .  .  .  "for  the  Rev.  Mr.  says  they  are,  and  he 

is  a  college  learned  man." 
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"The  Rev.  Mr. tells  me  that  they  have  got  a  new 

'Bible,"  that  they  do  not  believe  in  ours,  and  that  they 
discard  our  Bible  altogether;  now  this  must  be  true." 

Rule  5th.  "For  the  Rev.  Mr. is  such  a  pious  good  man, 

he  would  not  tell  a  lie  for  the  world. 

"The  Mormons  are  a  very  bad  wicked  people  for  the  Rev. 

Mr. said  he  saw  somebody  that  said  he  knew  somebody 

that  said  they  were;  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  says  if  any  one 

joins  the  Mormons,  they  are  obliged  to  have  seven  wives.  In 
fact,  they  have  as  many  as  they  like;  now  these  things  must 
be  true." 

Rule  6th.  "For  the  Rev.  Mr.  says  they  are." 

Rule   7th.   "The    Rev.    Mr.  says  you  must  not   go  to 

hear  the  Mormons  preach,  or  rather,  I  may  say,  babble;  you 
must  not  read  any  of  their  books  or  tracts,  nor  suffer  them  to 
be  in  your  houses,  they  are  "blasphemous,"  they  will  deceive 
you;  they  will  draw  you  in  if  you  have  anything  to  do  with 
them.  There  is  an  influence  that  you  cannot  resist.  You  must 
allow  us,  who  have  been  educated  and  qualified,  to  judge  for 
you;  you  must  not  think  of  judging  for  yourselves:  you  must 
not  think  of  such  a  dangerous  thing;  you  must  not  think  of 
being  so  presumptuous." 

Now  we  leave  every  one  to  answer  whether  the  foregoing 
is  not  the  language  generally  used  —  if  these  are  not  the 
rules  generally  adopted,  by  which  they  judge. 

Why  do  not  the  reverend  gentlemen  come  out  and  tell  the 
public  —  just  what  they  think  —  that  they  have  not  sense 
enough;  that  they  are  not  qualified  to  judge  for  themselves; 
and  that  they  are  "weak  dupes."  "Beware!  Lest  any  man 
spoil  you  through  philosophy  and  vain  deceit,  after  the 
tradition,  of  men,  after  the  rudiments  of  the  world,  and  not 
after  Christ."  —  Paul  to  Col.,  II  :  8. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  caution  the  people  individually, 
and  collectively,  to  beware  how  they  believe  or  love  lies,  lest 
they  be  classed  with  those  mentioned  by  St.  John,  Rev.  XXI, 
8.  By  this,  we  not  only  learn,  the  fate  of  those  who  make  "lies,' 
but  those  who  love  them  after  they  are  made.  Therefore,  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord  God  of  Heaven,  we  call  upon  all  such 
"to  repent  and  be  baptised  for  the  remission  of  their  sins," 
before  it  is  too  late. 

Finally,  we  bear  testimony,  that  we  know  Joseph  Smith 
was  a  prophet  of  God  —  that  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  true, 
and  the  word  of  God  —  that  Brigham  Young  is  a  prophet  of 
the  Most  High  God  —  and  that  the  doctrines  of  the  Latter- 
day  Saints  are  scriptural,  and  we  defy  the  world  to  prove  to 
the  contrary,  by  the  Bible. 

Signed  —  William  Walker,  Elder  in  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 

P.S.  Inasmuch  as  your  readers  desire  truth,  by  inserting  this 
in  your  valuable  paper  you  will  confer  upon  them  that 
boon.  Signed  W.W. 

There  are  always  those  to  be  found  who  think  they  know 
everything,  and  that  others  know  nothing;  but  when  sounded 
are  found  shallow. 

(End  of  quoted  circular.) 

**November  27th,  1855.  I  got  another  proof,  sheet,  still  found  mistakes 
to  be  corrected.  I  went  to  the  office  and  told  the  editor  I  would  have  it 
right  before  I  have  it  struck  off.  He  agreed  to  make  the  correction  and 
strike  off  25  and  send  them  abroad.  I  will  leave  those  who  may  see  the 

(Continued  on  page   103) 
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What 

does  a  $£&L  D°  °n 

Ten-Year-  ^^^^T  *** 

Old  ^^^N&  Sabbath? 


by  Elder  Boyd  K.  Packer 

When  I  was  about  ten  years  old  we  lived  in  a  home  surrounded  by  a 
small  orchard.  To  me,  as  a  boy,  it  was  a  very  large  orchard.  Twice  each 
week  we  took  our  turn  with  the  irrigating  water.  There  never  seemed  to  be 
enough  time  to  get  the  water  down  all  the  rows  so  that  each  of  the  trees 
was  adequately  watered  against  the  heat  of  the  summer.  The  lot  was 
always  freshly  plowed  in  the  spring;  and  after  the  first  spring  rains,  weeds 
began  to  grow.  After  the  first  few  irrigating  turns,  weeds  sprang  up  pro- 
fusely in  the  ditch  bottoms;  and  soon  the  ditches  were  choked  with  water 
grass,  June  grass,  red  root  and  pigweed. 

One  day  I  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  irrigating  turn.  It  was  a  big 
responsibility,  and  I  took  it  seriously.  I  soon  found  myself  with  my  hands 
full  of  trouble.  As  the  water  coursed  down  the  rows  choked  with  weeds,  it 
soon  carried  enough  debris  to  lodge  against  the  weak  stalks  and  flood  the 
water  from  the  ditch  channels.  I  found  myself  racing  up  and  down  the 
rows,  through  puddles  and  flooding,  trying  to  build  the  banks  a  little  higher 
to  keep  the  water  in  the  channel.  As  soon  as  I  had  one  break  patched  up, 
another  spot  would  flood. 

CLEAR  A  CHANNEL  —  DON'T  PATCH  HOLES 

About  that  time  my  older  brother  came  through  the  lot  with  his  friend, 
a  student  majoring  in  agriculture.  The  college  student  watched  me  for  a 
moment  and  then  asked  to  see  the  shovel.  With  a  few  vigorous  strokes  he 
cleaned  the  weeds  from  the  dampened  ditch  bottom  and  allowed  the 
water  to  course  through  the  channel  he  had  dug.  "You  will  waste  the  whole 
irrigating  turn  patching  up  the  banks,  trying  to  get  the  water  through 
those  weeds,"  he  said.  "If  you  want  the  water  to  stay  on  its  course  you've 
got  to  make  a  place  for  it  to  go." 

As  a  little  boy,  I  thought  it  remarkable  that  he  should  know  so  much. 
I  stood  in  admiration  of  the  older  neighbour  who  had  shown  such  wisdom. 
I  have  lived  to  learn  that  children,  like  water,  will  follow  the  course  if  a 
channel  is  prepared  for  them.  I  have  learned  that  unless  we  are  careful, 
we  may  spend  our  time  frantically  trying  to  patch  up  holes,  until  we  find 
that  our  "turn  is  over,"  and  we  have  failed  to  send  them  where  they 
ought  to  be. 

DON'T  STRAIN  AT  GNATS 

The  problem  of  what  to  do  with  a  ten-year-old  on  the  Sabbath  day 
can  be  solved  without  having  him  "climb  over  the  banks,"  if  we  find  a 
place  for  him  to  go. 

Some  youngsters,  and  even  some  parents,  would  hopefully  expect  us 
to  answer  "What  does  a  ten-year-old  do  on  the  Sabbath  day?"  by  listing 
under  cryptic  headings  THINGS  TO  DO  ON  THE  SABBATH  DAY,  and, 
THINGS  NOT  TO  DO  ON  THE  SABBATH  DAY.  They  think  it  would 
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be  such  an  easy  thing,  if  a  listing  were  made,  to  consult  it  and  solve  the 
problem.  It  is  not  that  easy. 

Suppose  we  listed  under  the  heading  THINGS  NOT  TO  DO  ON  THE 
SABBATH  DAY  the  words,  "play  baseball".  Immediately  a  ten-year-old 
would  begin  to  ask  questions.  "Would  it  be  all  right  if  we  didn't  divide 
up  into  teams?"  Does  that  mean  we  shouldn't  play  baseball  in  a  regular 
ball  park?"  "Does  it  mean  playing  baseball  or  playing  with  a  baseball?" 
Such  a  list  would  call  for  so  many  judgements  and  balances  that  we  soon 
would  be  straining  at  a  gnat  and  swallowing  a  camel. 

TEN-YEAR-OLD  IS  PART  OF  A  FAMILY 

We  must  recognize  first  that  a  ten-year-old  is  part  of  a  family  and  that 
there  is  a  bigger  question  under  consideration:  "What  does  a  family  do  on 
the  Sabbath  day?  You  answer  this,  and  the  problem  of  what  to  do  with 
a  ten-year-old  is  solved. 

When  one  becomes  a  fully  active  member  in  the  Church,  there  is 
little  question  of  what  he  does  with  the  Sabbath  day,  because  the  day  is  so 
full  of  meaningful  and  appropriate  activities  that  there  is  not  a  great  deal 
of  leisure  time. 

In  answer  to  the  challenge,  "Where  does  a  ten-year-old  belong  on  the 
Sabbath  day?"  —  He  belongs  with  his  family. 

A  ten-year-old  can  be  taught  the  spirit  of  the  Sabbath  day.  With  the 
family  group  he  can  attend  the  meetings  to  which  the  family  is  invited. 
Sunday  may  be  regarded  as  the  ideal  family  day.  It  is  the  day  when  mem- 
bers of  the  family  are  home  from  their  employment  and  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  spend  hours  in  association  with  one  another  not  possible  on  other 
days.  It  is  a  day  when  regular  school  is  not  in  session,  and  youngsters  can 
spend  their  time  in  friendly  and  wholesome  association  with  family  mem- 
bers, friends,  and  neighbours. 

WHAT  DOES  THE  FAMILY  DO? 

There  is  something  about  the  way  a  youngster  is  dressed  that  affects 
his  demeanour.  Sunday  will  seem  special  if  children  dress  in  their  cleanest 
clothes  to  attend  services.  A  boy  may  be  taught  to  polish  his  shoes  on 
Saturday  night  because  "tomorrow  is  Sunday".  The  very  act  of  putting  on 
his  Sunday  clothing  in  preparation  for  going  to  Church  is  influential  and 
has  a  lasting  effect  upon  him.  Between  meetings,  if  he  is  encouraged  to 
wear  something  better  than  his  oldest  work  or  play  clothes,  his  very  dress 
will  call  for  activities  more  in  keeping  with  the  day. 

It  is  the  obligation  of  both  parents  and  teachers  to  help  a  young 
person  learn  what  to  do  on  the  Sabbath  day.  They  have  the  obligation  to 
help  channel  his  activities  into  worthwhile,  uplifting  and  spiritual  direc- 
tions; first  in  the  attendance  of  meetings,  and  fulfillment  of  obligations 
relating  to  worship,  then  in  close  companionship  with  other  members  of  the 
family,  and  in  wholesome  and  important  relationships  with  friends  and 
acquaintances. 

What  will  a  ten-year-old  do  on  the  Sabbath  day? 

Just  what  the  family  does. 

— Reprinted  from  the  Instructor,  June,  1966. 

During  the  latter  part  of  February  and  the  first  part  of  March, 
President  Howard  C.  Badger,  in  company  with  three  Elders,  visited 
Windhoek,  South  West  Africa,  to  open  this  city  to  the  preaching 
of  the  Restored  Gospel.  Tracting  and  holding  public  meetings, 
they  met  with  a  favourable  response.  Elders  are  now  working  full 
time  in  Windhoek,  in  hopes  of  establishing  a  branch  there.  (See 
page  110). 
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ADVICE  TO   LIVE  BY 

Don't  Be 
Hasty 


Some  of  the  stories  our  mothers  have  told  us  stay  with  us  through 
life,  don't  they?  I  remember  a  story  my  mother  told  me  as  a  youngster. 
Don't  be  hasty.  Weigh  things  carefully  before  you  strike.  When  your 
blood  pressure  gets  up,  count  ten.  "School  Thy  Feelings,  Oh,  My  Brother" 
is  one  of  the  best  bits  of  advice  ever  given.  Beware  of  mistakes  made  in 
taking  too  seriously  circumstantial  evidence.  Think  before  you  act.  Don't 
forget  that  truth  is  very  often  stranger  than,  fiction. 

Let  me  just  briefly  relate  the  facts  of  this  story. 

A  trapper's  wife  was  brought  to  the  Alaska  wilderness.  She  was  cut 
down  by  death.  Their  child  was  about  two  years  old.  To  go  out  in  the 
woods  in  the  course  of  his  trapping,  the  trapper  had  sometimes  left  the 
child  for  a  few  hours  in  the  care  of  their  faithful  dog.  On  such  an  absence 
one  afternoon  a  terrible  blizzard  came  up.  The  storm  was  so  terrible  that 
he  had  to  take  refuge  in  a  hollow  tree  to  save  his  life.  At  daybreak  he 
rushed  to  his  cabin.  The  door  was  open.  His  dog  who  looked  at  him  from 
the  corner  of  his  eyes  was  covered  with  blood.  The  father's  blood  froze  in 
his  veins.  Just  one  thing  had  happened  —  his  dog  had  turned  wolf  and 
killed  the  child.  He  reached  for  the  ax,  and  in  a  moment  the  same  was 
buried  into  the  skull  of  his  trusted  animal. 

Like  a  maniac  he  scanned  the  scene.  In  hopeless  desperation  he 
uncovered  the  gruesome  remnants  of  his  cabin.  Tipped  over,  the  cracked 
furniture  was  telling  a  story  of  a  battle  that  had  taken  place  here  an 
hour  before.  A  faint  cry  came  from  under  the  bed.  Again  his  heart  seemed 
paralyzed.  There  he  found  his  offspring  safe  and  sound.  Just  a  moment  of 
pause  to  cuddle  his  dear  one  in  his  arms  and  he  was  off  to  determine 
whence  the  blood  on  his  dog  came.  The  answer  came  just  a  second  later. 
The  sad  riddle  was  solved.  In  a  remote  corner,  there  it  was  —  a  dead 
wolf,  his  huge  mouth  showing  fangs  intended  for  the  baby  which  his 
faithful  dog  had  saved. 

Just  a  moment  of  caution  and  he  could  have  held  both  his  babe  and 
his  hero  dog  in  his  arms.  Remorse  took  over  instead. 

In  one  of  the  old  readers  we  used  to  read  a  story  really  a  twin  sister 
to  the  above: 

In  the  old  days  of  hunting,  before  gunpowder  was  invented,  when  bows 
and  arrows  were  used,  in  some  spots  of  Europe  falcons  were  trained  to 
help  in  the  hunt.  This  bird  is  a  species  of  hawk,  and,  if  we  are  to  believe 
history,  these  fellows  were  really  faithful  and  efficient.  The  falcon  would 
soar  into  the  air,  survey  the  country  round  about,  and  if  he  discovered  the 
deer,  with  the  shriek  of  his  voice  and  the  flap  of  his  wings,  he  guided  his 
master  to  the  game. 

Now  the  king  had  been  out  hunting  with  his  fellow  noblemen  but  he 
had  got  lost.  In  fact  he  had  separated  himself  from  his  friends  and  the 
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commissary  department  two  days  before.  He  had  with  him  his  trained 
falcon,  that  rested  on  his  wrist.  The  king  was  nearly  starved  to  death  as  was 
the  bird,  but  worse  than  the  call  for  food  was  his  thirst.  He  got  so 
desperate  for  water  than  he  would  have  eaten  mud.  His  tongue  was  as  thick 
as  leather;  his  eyes  were  bulging  with  concern;  his  eyes  had  desperately 
scanned  every  rock  for  some  signs  of  moisture.  He  and  his  falcon  were 
pretty  nearly  dead.  The  monarch  could  hardly  pull  one  foot  in  front  of 
the  other. 

But  lo  and  behold,  off  a  hundred  yards  he  detected  something  that 
looked  like  dripping  water!  It  was!  New  strength  came  into  his  veins.  He 
automatically  leaped  forward  with  the  cup  he  always  carried  with  him,  the 
falcon,  of  course,  ever  present  on  his  wrist. 

Drip,  drip,  drip,  and  the  cup  was  finally  full.  The  king  was  just 
putting  it  to  his  lips  when  his  falcon  knocked  the  cup  from  his  hands. 
Had  the  bird  gone  crazy?  He'd  fill  it  again  —  he  did.  With  one  eye  on 
the  hawk  and  one  on  the  cup,  for  the  second  time  he  raised  it  to  his  lips, 
but  for  the  second  time  it  was  knocked  from  his  grasp. 

The  king  unsheathed  his  sword.  He  talked  to  his  friend  that  had  been 
so  faithful  to  him  up  to  now.  "You  do  that  again,  and  off  comes  your 
head  ." 

Drip,  drip,  drip  for  the  third  time.  Did  you  ever  hold  a  pigeon  in  your 
hands?  Their  strength  is  really  astonishing.  When  you  talk  about  their 
wing  strength,  and  especially  if  he  uses  his  claws,  a  hawk  is  a  piece  of 
dynamite.  For  the  third  time  the  falcon  was  on  the  job  watching  his 
master  and  that  newly  filled  cup.  As  the  hunter  raised  the  water  to  his 
lips  in  some  super  way  the  bird  got  loose,  clawed  the  hands  of  the  king, 
and  knocked  the  life-saving  sparkling  water  to  the  desert  floor. 

The  king  had  made  a  promise,  and  the  ruler's  word  must  be  kept.  He 
had  promised  the  bird  he  would  take  his  life  if  he  pulled  the  stunt  once 
more.  Out  came  the  —  sword  —  off  came  the  head  of  the  falcon.  As 
the  parched  earth  absorbed  in  itself  the  blood  of  his  before  now  precious 
hawk,  the  king  scratched  his  forehead;  he  was  thinking.  What  in  the  world 
possessed  his  feathered  servant?  He  would  make  an  investigation. 

Once  again,  his  eyes  followed  those  precious  drops  of  water  as  they 
trickled  down  the  rock.  "I'll  climb  up  there."  It  only  took  a  minute,  and 
he  was  at  the  source  of  the  miniature  spring.  He  turned  ghastly  pale.  He 
nearly  fainted  at  what  he  saw  in  that  hollow  rock  whence  came  that 
drip,   drip,   drip. 

Taking  up  a  great  part  of  the  stagnant  pool  was  coiled  a  poisonous 
snake  that  had  been  dead  for  weeks.  The  water  while  it  sparkled  over  the 
rocks  was  cankered  with  the  virus  of  the  serpent.  That  handful  of  water 
meant  "dead  men's  bones". 

Hesitantly  the  king  retraced  his  steps  and  now  gazed  on,  the  lifeless 
form  of  his  feathered  hero,  but  too  late.  His  temper  had  ruled  him.  "All 
the  king's  horses  and  all  the  kings  men"  couldn't  put  that  falcon's  head 
back  again  and  start  again  the  flow  of  blood  that  soaked  the  sand  to 
course  again  through  its  sacred  body.  The  bird  had  been  flying  over  those 
hills  for  two  days.  His  viewpoint  was  better  than  the  king's  whose 
experience  had  been  confined  to  the  domain  covered  by  his  feet  only. 

"Think  before  you  leap,"  or  as  Davy  Crocket  put  it,  "Be  sure  you're 
right  and  then  go  ahead."  Don't  be  hasty. 

Speaking  of  circumstantial  evidence,  I  am  reminded  of  an  experience 
we  had  in  Scotland  as  missionaries.  A  very  splendid  lady,  her  husband, 
and  the  whole  household  left  the  Church  because  she,  like  the  king  we 
have  been  talking  about  and  the  hunter  who  slew  his  faithful  dog,  took 
snap  judgment  and  pulled  the  trigger.  My  heaxt  aches  when,  I  think  of 
the  ruinous  results  that  followed  her  hastiness.  Her  name  was  Jack  and 
she  lived  in  Dundee.  We  missionaries  had  been  there  six  months  and  had 
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cJen     vi/ays    to    Jxiil   a    [Jbrarich 

By  Texas  W.  Smith 

1     Don't  come  to  the  meetings. 

2.  If  you  do  come,  come  late. 

3.  //  the  weather  doesn't  suit  you,  don't  think 
of  coming. 

4.  //  you  do  attend,  find  fault  with  the  work 
of  the  officers  and  other  members. 

5.  TV T ever  accept  a  calling.  It  is  easier  to  criti- 
cize than  to  do  things. 

6.  Nevertheless,  get  sore  if  you  are  not  called 
to  any  office,  but  if  you  are  called  to  bear  an 
office,  don't  attend  the  meetings. 

1 .  If  asked  by  the  Branch  Presidency  or  other 
authorities  to  give  your  opinion,  say  noth- 
ing, but  after  the  meeting  tell  everybody 
how  things  ought  to  be  done. 

8.  Do  nothing  more  than  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary. But  when  other  members  roll  up  their 
sleeves  and  willingly  and  unselfishly  use 
their  ability  to  help  matters  along,  complain 
that  the  Branch  is  run  by  a  cliche. 

9  Hold  back  your  tithes  and  offerings  as  long 
as  possible,  or  don't  pay  them  at  all. 

10.  Don't  bother  getting  investigators  or  new 
members.  Don't  bear  testimony  of  the  Gos- 
pel. Let  the  missionaries  do  that.  It  is  their 
job,  not  yours. 
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Worlds  most  Celebrated 
Choir 

By  its  participation  in  the  inauguration  ceremonies  that  can  be 
described  as  a  superheavy  marathon,  the  Tabernacle  Choir  not  only  deeply 
impressed  millions  of  its  admirers  but  also  won  thousands,  perhaps  millions 
of  new  friends. 

Introduced  to  a  worldwide  audience  by  Senator  Everett  M.  Dirksen 
as  "Doubtless  the  world's  greatest  and  most  celebrated  singing  unit,"  the 
Tabernacle  choir  has  now  sung  for  the  inaugurations  of  two  consecutive 
Presidents  of  the  United  States:  President  Lyndon  B.  Johnson,  January  20, 
1965,  and  President  Richard  M.  Nixon,  January  20,  1969. 

So  exciting  is  the  reputation  of  the  Tabernacle  Choir  that  of  all  the 
many  public  inaugural  activities,  the  first  two  events  that  were  completely 
sold  out  were  the  two  concerts  in  which  the  Tabernacle  Choir  was 
performing. 

The  Inaugural  Concert  Sunday  evening  has  to  be  just  about  the  most 
sparkling  and  exciting  concert  in  which  the  Tabernacle  Choir  and  its 
conductor,  Richard  P.  Condie,  have  ever  performed. 

This  was  for  real  —  they  were  singing  for  the  President  of  the 
United  States  and  3,800  of  his  guests  which  included  virtually  every  digni- 
tary, domestic  and  foreign,  in  Washington,  D.C. 

Presented  in  the  historic  and  beautifully  decorated  Constitution  Hall, 
the  Inaugural  Concert  brought  the  Nation's  Capitol  to  a  feverish  pitch  of 
excitement  on  the  eve  of  Richard  M.  Nixon's  Inauguration  as  the  37th 
President  of  the  United  States  the  next  morning. 

And  for  rising  to  the  occasion  so  brilliantly,  the  Tabernacle  Choir 
and  Mr.  Condie  were  bowed  to  by  the  President-elect  at  the  end  of  the 
concert. 

The  Choir  received  worldwide  attention  when  it  sang  six  numbers 
before  and  two  numbers  during  the  Inauguration  Ceremonies  on  Monday 
beneath  the  dome  of  the  imposing  United  States  Capitol  building. 

Just  prior  to  taking  its  place  in  front  of  the  "President's  Stand,"  the 
Tabernacle  Choir  met  in  a  foyer  of  the  Capitol  Building  that  had  been 
set  aside  for  it.  Before  leaving,  one  of  the  choir  members  asked  a  blessing 
on  the  singers.  His  prayer  was  so  sincere  and  impressive  that  one  of  the 
police  officers  who  heard  it  said  quietly  to  one  of  the  singers,  "You  cannot 
fail  after  such  a  prayer  to  God." 

The  world  heard  and  witnessed  how  triumphantly  the  Lord's  Choir 
succeeded   in  its   impressive  performances. 

—  Taken,  from  Church  News,  January  25,  1969 


The  CSM  is  the  magazine  of  the  members  of  the  South  Afican 
Mission.  It  is  your  magazine.  It  will  be  just  as  interesting  to  you 
as  you  are  willing  to  make  it.  At  present,  the  only  material  relating 
to  the  members  is  contained  in  the  branch  reports.  Beyond  this, 
the  editor  can  merely  add  what  he  feels  will  be  of  interest  from  the 
available  references  at  the  Mission  Home.  If  you  have  any  sugges- 
tions, or  literary  contributions,  the  CSM  solicits  this  material. 
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Satan's  Power  to  Perform  Miracles 

by  Joseph  Fielding  Smith 

UUtollUN:  Does  Satan  have  power  to 
perform  miracles?  The  question  arises  out 
of  the  fact  that  a  preacher  is  apparently  per- 
forming healings  and  demonstrating  his 
power  (by  television  and  radio),  thus  adver- 
tising his  meetings  and  the  work  he  is 
doing.  There  are  some  actions  and  expres- 
sions which  he  uses  that  impress  me  and 
some  others  that  his  work  does  not  come 
from  the  Lord.  We  feel  that  they  do  not 
harmonize  with  the  teachings  of  our 
Saviour.  He  seems  to  represent  no  church 
but  invites  his  hearers  to  join  some  church 
and  attend  their  meetings.  We  have  no  solu- 
tion to  this  problem,  can  you  help  me? 

nil  until.  j\\\  down  through  the  ages  and 
in  almost  all  countries,  men,  have  exercised 
great  occult  and  mystical  powers,  even  to 
the  healing  of  the  sick  and  the  performing 
of  miracles.  Soothsayers,  magicians,  and 
astrologers  were  found  in  the  courts  of 
ancient  kings.  They  had  certain  powers  by 
which  they  divined  and  solved  the  monarch's 
problems,  dreams,  etc.  One  of  the  most 
striking  examples  of  this  is  recorded  in 
Exodus,  where  Pharoah  called  "the  wise 
men  and  the  sorcerers"  who  duplicated  some 
of  the  miracles  the  Lord  had  commanded 
Moses  and  Aaron  to  perform.  When  Aaron  threw  down  his  rod,  it  became 
a  serpent.  The  Egyptian  magicians  threw  down  their  rods,  and  they  also 
became  serpents.  When  Aaron  stretched  his  rod  over  the  river,  it  became 
like  blood,  and  the  fish  died.  "And  the  magicians  of  Egypt  did  so  with 
their  enchantments":  and  when  Aaron  stretched  forth  his  rod  over  the 
streams,  the  rivers  and  ponds,  there  came  forth  frogs  that  covered  the 
land,  "and  the  magicians  did  so  with  their  enchantments,  and  brought  up 
frogs  upon  the  land  of  Egypt."  Beyond  this  point  the  magicians  of  Egypt 
could  not  go.  The  magicians  failed  in  the  days  of  Joseph  to  interpret  the 
dream  of  Pharaoh  because  it  was  a  dream  from  the  Lord,  but  Joseph,  be- 
cause he  held  the  priesthood,  interpreted  it.  Likewise  in  the  dream  of 
Nebuchadnezzar  of  the  image,  the  astrologers  failed  to  give  the  interpreta- 
tion because  the  dream  came  from  the  Lord,  and  Daniel,  who  held  the 
priesthood  gave  the  interpretation.  Even  to  this  day  the  magicians  of  India 
perform  many  wonderful  works. 

SATAN  HAS  GREAT  POWER 

There  is  no  doubt  about  Satan  having  great  power  and  that  he  can 
appear  as  an  angel  of  light.  In  this  form  he  appeared  on  the  banks  of 
the  Susquenhanna  River  to  oppose  the  restoration  of  keys,  and  was 
detected  by  Michael,  and  his  plans  were  thwarted.  Jacob,  son  of  Lehi,  in 
his  teachings,  stated  that  if  there  had  been  no  atonement,  our  spirit  "... 
must  have  become  like  unto  his  (Satan),  and  we  become  devils,  angels  to 
a  devil,  to  be  shut  out  from  the  presence  of  our  God,  and  to  remain  with 
the  father  of  lies,  in  misery,  like  unto  himself;  yea,  to  that  being  who 
beguiled  our  first  parents,  who  transformeth  himself  nigh  unto  an  angel  of 
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light,  and  stirreth  up  the  children  of  men  unto  secret  combinations  of 
murder  and  all  manner  of  secret  works  of  darkness."  Korihor,  who  tried 
to  deceive  the  Nephites,  admitted  that  Satan  appeared  to  him  as  an,  angel 
and  told  him  what  to  teach  the  people. 

When  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  and  a  company  of  brethren  were 
journeying  to  Kirtland  from  Missouri,  they  camped  at  Mcllwaines's  Bend 
on  the  Missouri  River.  There  Elder  William  W.  Phelps  "in  open  vision 
by  daylight,  saw  the  destroyer  in  his  most  horrible  power,  ride  upon  the 
face  of  the  waters;  others  heard  the  noise,  but  saw  not  the  vision."  The 
Saviour  declared  that  Satan  had  the  power  to  bind  bodies  of  men  and 
women  and  sorely  afflict  them.  If  Satan  has  power  to  bind  the  bodies,  he 
surely  must  have  power  to  loose  them.  It  should  be  remembered  that  Satan 
had  great  knowledge  and  thereby  can  exercise  authority  and  to  some  extent 
control  the  elements,  when  some  greater  power  does  not  intervene.  Paul, 
writing  to  the  Ephesian  Saints  calls  Satan  "The  prince  of  the  power  of  the 
air,  the  spirit  that  now  worketh  in  the  children  of  disobedience." 


TRUE  PROFITS  HAVE  CLEAR  DOCTRINES 

When  a  man  comes  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  healing  the  sick  and 
performing  mighty  works,  he  will  not  come  with  the  blare  of  trumpets, 
nor  will  he  advertise  his  performance.  Moreover,  he  will  not  teach  an 
indefinite  doctrine.  He  will  not  tell  the  people  to  join  a  church  —  any 
church;  but  he  will  proclaim  a  clear  doctrine  of  repentance  and  baptism 
for  the  remission  of  sins  and  the  laying  on  of  hands  for  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  When  one  comes  preaching  his  own,  doctrine,  and  though  he 
may  perform  miracles,  if  he  does  all  of  it  to  be  seen  of  men  and  by  adver- 
tising his  deeds  to  the  world,  it  is  a  sure  sign  that  he  has  not  been  called 
by  divine  appointment.  On  numerous  occasions  when  the  Saviour  healed 
the  sick  and  gave  eyesight  to  the  blind,  he  admonished  them,  saying,  "See 
that  no  man  know  it"  —  "And  charged  them  that  they  should  not  make 
him  known."  Such  admonition  can  be  found  in  the  following  passages: 
Matt.  9:30;    12:  9-16;   Mark  3:10-12;  7:32-36;   8:22-26. 

In  this  dispensation  the  Lord  instructed  the  elders  of  the  Church  that 
as  they  went  forth  in  humility  and  faith,  they  should  in  his  name  "do  many 
wonderful  works;  cast  out  devils,  heal  the  sick,  open  the  eyes  of  the 
blind,  unstop  the  ears  of  the  deaf,  and  cause  the  dumb  to  speak,"  but  he 
also  said: 

"A  commandment  I  give  unto  them,  that  they  shall  not  boast 
themselves  of  these  things,  neither  speak  them  before  the  world;  for  these 
things  are  given  unto  you  for  your  profit  and  for  salvation." 


Next    month's    issue    will 
feature    the    1969 

South  African  Mission  Youth 
Conference 
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(Jiorne 

By  Raymond  W.  Eberhardt 

Home  is  a  priceless  stronghold 
If  family  ties  are  bound 
By  faithful  trust  and  wholesome  love 
There  happiness  is  found 

Home  is  a  secret  stronghold 
Away  from  w or Idly  cares, 
Where  we  invite  our  good  friends  in 
To  share  our  easy  chairs. 

Home  is  a  private  place 
That  bears  its  whispered  tears 
With  promise  that  the  future  holds 
Contentment  through  the  years 

Home  is  a  shining  citadel, 

The  centre  of  all  pleasure. 

It  weaves  a  web  of  childhood  days 

Memories  to  treasure. 

OUR   RESPONSIBILITY       (Contined   from    page   87) 

physical  and  intellectual  man.  It  strengthens,  invigorates  and  gives 
tone  to  the  nerves.  In  short,  it  is,  as  it  were,  marrow  to  the  bone, 
joy  to  the  heart,  light  to  the  eyes,  music  to  the  ears,  and  life  to 
the  whole  being. 

May  we  each  seek  for  these  things.  May  we  each  fulfill  our  callings  as 
missionaries  so  that  at  the  last  day  we  will  stand  blameless  before  God. 

With  love  to  each  of  you  from  Sister  Badger  and  myself  and  family. 

—  Sincerely  your  brother,  Howard  C.   Badger 
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EDITORIAL 


Remaking  the  World 


If  you  could  make  a  world  of 
your  own,  what  changes  would  you 
make?  What  would  you  eliminate 
from  the  world  you  now  have? 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  make  our 
own  little  worlds.  We  choose  our 
own  friends,  form  our  own  habits, 
select  our  own  jobs,  and  generally 
move  in  circles  we  have  entered 
with  our  eyes  fully  open. 

Why  have  we  made  these  choices? 
Would  we  repeat  them  if  we  were  to 
live  our  lives  over  again? 

One  of  the  wonderful  things 
about  our  present  life  is  that  we 
can  make  changes  in  it,  we  can 
create  for  ourselves  new  conditions 
— a  whole  new  life  —  just  by  de- 
ciding to  do  so. 

We  can  set  up  new  goals  for 
ourselves,  prepare  for  and  find  new 
employment  if  desired,  improve  our 
circle  of  friends  if  need  be,  form 
new  habits,  and  live  wholesome 
abundant  lives,  if  we  will  just  make 
the  firm  decision  to  change. 

That  is  what  each  new  tomorrow 
is  for,  and  each  new  year. 

That  is  why  the  Lord  gave  us 
the  gift  of  repentance.  It  is  an  op- 
portunity for  a  new  day  and  a  new 
life.  It  is  an  open  door  to  new 
horizons  and  new  rich  experiences 
which  can  make  our  lives  more 
meaningful  and  joyous. 

We  speak  of  New  Year's  resolu- 
tions, but  decisions  to  better  our 
lives  should  never  be  limited  to  the 
first  of  the  year.  Every  day  brings 
us  this  opportunity. 

But  how  shall  we  plan  our  pro- 
gramme of  self  improvement? 

Like  every  other  good  thing  it 
must  begin  with  God.  And  why? 
Because  the  whole  point  of  our 
mortal  existence  is  to  become  like 
Him. 

Our  self-improvement  must  be  in 
only  one  direction,  —  His  —  be- 
cause our  destiny  is  to  become  per- 
fect like  him. 

Then  to  wisely  improve  ourselves, 
let  us  measure  each  daily  habit 
against    the    pattern    of    life    that 


Jesus  gave  us.  It  will  require  plan- 
ning and  will  take  much  courage, 
for  it  is  no  easy  thing  to  become 
Godlike. 

But  this  we  must  do.  Our  eternal 
destiny    depends    upon,   it. 

We  cannot  live  for  this  life  alone. 
We  must  remember  that  mortality 
is  but  a  school  to  teach  us  how  to 
become  like  Him.  The  Gospel  is 
the  curriculum.  Through  it  we  can 
graduate  to  the  Christ-like  life,  with 
all    its  joys. 

To  be  practical  and  business-like 
about  it  we  might  list  the  command- 
ments and  set  up  a  quiz  to  deter- 
mine our  own  standings.  How  many 
of  the  commandments  do  we  keep 
fully,  or  in  part,  or  not  at  all? 

We  should  keep  in  mind  that 
these  commandments  really  are  for- 
mulas of  character  development  in 
the  Christ-like  way.  It  is  through 
keeping  them  that  we  become  like 
Him. 

Partial  obedience  will  never  do. 
Half-way  measures  only  make  for 
mediocrity.  But  Christ  is  perfect. 

He  wants  so  much  for  us  to  be- 
come like  Him  that  he  sets  up  firm 
and  strict  rules  of  conduct  which 
alone  can  train  us  in  the  way  to 
perfection.  That  is  why  we  cannot 
permit  lukewarm  attitudes  and  why 
He  says  we  must  serve  Him  whole- 
heartedly, with  all  our  might  and 
soul. 

We  all  have  free  agency  it  is  true, 
and  can  live  as  we  please.  But  if  we 
are  to  become  like  him  we  have  no 
option  but  to  obey.  It  is  like  fol- 
lowing a  curriculum  in  college. 
Without  compliance  we  fail  to  ob- 
tain the  degree. 

There  is  a  frightening  passage  in 
the  76th  Section  of  the  Doctrine  and 
Covenants.  It  speaks  of  those  who 
have  a  testimony  of  Jesus,  but  yet 
are  not  admitted  to  celestial  glory, 
and    says:  . 

"These  are  they  who  are  not 
valiant    in   the   testimony   of   Jesus; 

(Continued  foot  page  111) 
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CHURCH   HISTORY   IN   S.A.       (Continued    from    page   92) 

work  whether  the  condition  in  which  they  were  sent  was  awkwardness  or 
willfullness.  At  12  o'clock  we  all  went  on  board  the  ship.  Had  a  very 
favourable  time,  as  the  sea  was  unusually  calm.  At  this  port  all  the 
passengers  have  to  be  taken  off  the  ship  in  small  boats,  those  who  do  not 
like  to  wade  out  from  3  to  5  rods,  more  or  less,  have  to  be  carried  out  on 
the  backs  of  cooleys  —  darkeys.  The  ladies  don't  enjoy  this  ride  very 
much,  especially  when  the  waves  run  high  and  the  cooley  and  passenger  get 
wet  all  over.  I  was  requested  to  report  the  conference  in  the  Eastern 
Province  to  President  Richards,  England,  was  as  follows,  viz.  The  Fort 
Beaufort  Conference,  37  baptised  and  six  excommunicated.  Port  Elizabeth 
Conference,  17  baptised  and  12  excommunicated.  Money  in  my  possession 
for  the  Perpetual  Emigrating  Company,  14  pounds,  3  shillings,  7  d.  Book 
money,  5  pounds,  18  shillings,  3d.  For  Elder  Haven,  4  pounds. 

**November  28th.  As  the  captain  did  not  come  on  board  as  soon  as  we 
expected,  the  mate  hoisted  sails  and  sailed  around  the  bay;  was  quite  a 
pleasure  ride,  it  being  so  pleasant  and  a  calm  sea.  About  3  p.m.  we  sailed 
out  of  the  bay  with  a  favourable  wind. 

**December  1st,  1855.  The  company  all  sea  sick,  A  strong  wind  in  our 
favour. 

**December  5th,  1855.  A  daughter  was  born  to  Brother  and  Sister 
Parker,  at  2  p.m.  The  captain,  on  being  informed,  was  surprised  that 
mother  and  daughter  were  doing  so  well.  He  had  the  flag  hoisted,  and  it 
remained  throughout  the  day  in  honor  of  the  newcomer. 

We  had  a  good  voyage  and  arrived  at  New  York  about  the  24th  of 
March.  I  arrived  at  Salt  Lake  City  September  1,  1857.  Having  rode  the 
same  mule  400  miles  in,  eight  days.  Having  gone  five  years,  lacking  15 
days.  I  travelled  during  that  time  30,000  miles  by  water  and  10,000  by 
land  .  .  . 


DON'T    BE    HASTY        (Continued    from    page    96) 

baptized  the  whole  family  at  conference  time  for  the  Scotch  mission.  We 
left  Dundee  to  attend  the  conference,  too,  and  another  missionary  and  I 
agreed  to  meet  her  at  the  railroad  station. 

We  were  in  a  meeting  when  we  were  to  leave  for  the  depot,  keeping 
track  by  our  watches  so  we  would  be  there  on  time.  While  in  that  meeting 
someone  put  his  head  in  the  door  and  whispered,  "Sister  Jack  has 
arrived,"  Well,  we  who  were  to  be  at  that  railroad  station  sat  back  and 
relaxed  with  this  thought:  "Sister  Jack  has  taken  an  earlier  train,  and  we 
can  stay  longer  in  our  meeting." 

But  what  were  the  facts  of  the  case  we  found  when  our  meeting 
dismissed?  Another  Sister  Jack  from  another  part  of  Scotland  had  arrived 
at  the  conference  house,  and  while  we  were  contenting  ourselves  that  all 
was  well,  the  other  Sister  Jack  from  Dundee  had  arrived  and  was  pacing 
up  and  down  the  railroad  platform  muttering  unkind  things  about  a  pair 
of  Mormon  missionaries  that  had  double-crossed  her. 

Well,  that  good  lady  took  the  next  train  back  to  Dundee,  told  the 
story  to  her  family,  and  left  the  Church.  To  this  day,  if  that  Scotch  lady 
is  still  on  mother  earth,  she  thinks  that  we  double-crossed  her  with 
malice  aforethought. 

Circumstantial  evidence  sometimes  is  the  crudest  thing  that  exists. 
Don't  be  hasty. 

—  From  To  who  it  may  concern  by  Marvin  O.  Ashton 
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BULAWAYO 

Officer  Changes 

Reported  by  Dawn  Owen 

Congratulations  to  Sister  Doreen  Binedell  and  her  son,  Brother  Mark 
Gay  who  entered  the  waters  of  baptism.  Both  were  baptized  and  confirmed 
by  Elder  David  McConkie.  We  welcome  these  wonderful  people  into  the 
Branch  and  wish  them  the  Lord's  richest  blessings. 

It  was  with  regret  that  we  said  goodbye  to  Brother  Robin  Austin  who 
had  to  report  for  his  Army  Stretch.  We  were  deeply  moved  by  the 
beautiful  farewell  speech  of  President  Watts  on  this  occasion.  It  was  a 
speech  that  brought  lumps  to  many  throats,  and  Brother  Austin  must  have 
been  very  proud.  Also  serving  his  Army  stretch  in  Bulawayo  is  Brother 
Colin  Corbett  from  Salisbury.  We  know  these  two  fine  boys  will  be 
worthy  ambassadors  of  the  Mormon  faith,  and  our  prayers  are  with  them. 

Brother  John  Finlayson  was  advanced  to  a  Priest.  He  was  appointed 
Second  Counsellor  in  the  Presidency.  We  are  sure  he  will  find  as  much  joy 
in  his  calling  as  did  Brother  Robin  Austin. 

Brother  Walter  Jubber  has  been  released  as  Sunday  School  Super- 
intendent and  Brother  Leonard  Austin  has  been  advanced  to  this  position. 
Brother  Colin  Barbour  has  been  appointed  as  Second  Counsellor  in  MIA. 
Brother  Alexander  Herbert  has  been  appointed  as  Activity  Counsellor.  He 
has  started  Ballroom  Dancing  classes  on  Friday  evenings,  and  these  are 
greatly  enjoyed  by  the  young  members.  He  is  ably  assisted  by  his  wife, 
Sarie  Herbert.  They  were  South  African  Ballroom  champions,  so  they  can 
make  good  use  of  their  talents. 

Visiting  teaching  was  started  and  we  pray  for  the  Lord's  guidance  in 
this  worthwhile  effort.  The  first  month's  visiting  was  an  unqualified  success, 
and  we  are  looking  forward  to  meeting  with  our  sisters  once  more.  A  suc- 
cessful jumble  sale  brought  in  the  sum  of  R64  to  help  swell  Relief  Society 
funds.  A  fireside  was  well  attended  with  the  film  "Search  for  Truth"  being 
shown.  Seven  investigators  were  present  and  14  were  present  for  the  Open 
House. 

Welcome  back  to  Brother  and  Sister  Ted  Smith  who  are  making 
their  home  here  once  again.  We  are  thrilled  to  have  in  our  midst  Sister 
Crankshaw  and  children  from  Salisbury.  She  is  to  be  with  us  for  four 
months.  Brother  Crankshaw  left  for  Cape  Town  where  they  are  to  make 
their  new  home.  She  is  a  great  help  as  an  organist,  helping  out  Sister  Vie 
Watts  who  is  overworked.  She  is  also  of  great  help  to  our  chorister, 
Sister  Denise  Milne.  We  are  very  happy  to  see  Sister  Sheridan  from 
Middleburg  who  was  up  for  her  annual  visit  to  her  daughter. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  Gary  Owen,  who  obtained  a  distinction  in 
his  "College  of  Preceptors"  Art  examination. 
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SALISBURY 


Holds  Conference 


Reported  by  Jean  Bean 


On  Saturday,  January  25,  and 
although  MIA  was  still  in  recess, 
the  scouts  held  a  "jumble"  and  a 
cake  sale  to  raise  funds  for  the 
equipment  needed  for  their  troop. 
This  was  great  success. 

On  Friday  evening,  February  7, 
the  MIA  had  their  opening  social, 
and  all  who  attended  had  great  fun 
and  enjoyed  the  "Celebrity  Game" 
—  consisting  of  a  Question  Master, 
a  panel  of  "celebrities"  who  ans- 
wered "Yes"  or  "No"  to  each  ques- 
tion. But  before  showing  their  "Yes" 
or  "No"  cards,  two  people  chosen 
from  the  audience  had  to  guess 
their  answers,  and  then  the  panel 
members  each  in  turn,  gave  the 
reason  for  their  answers. 

On  Saturday,  February  8,  MIA 
held  a  Swimming  Party  at  the  home 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Thwaits  where 
about  20  young  people,  10  of  whom 
were  visitors,  spent  a  very  enjoy- 
able afternoon.  The  following  Fri- 
day, the  MIA  had  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  about  and  seeing  a  number 
of  slides  of  a  canoe  trip,  which  had 
been  undertaken  by  four  young 
Young  Rhodesian  lads,  down  the 
Sabi  river. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  January  28, 
Relief  Society  sisters  had  their  open- 
ing social  and  were  entertained  by 
Mrs.  Phillips  who  sang  some  beau- 
tiful folk  songs  accompanied  by 
Mrs.  Nixon  on  the  guitar.  Refresh- 
ments were  served  amid  the  artistic 
floral  arrangements  and  table  de- 
corations designed  by  Sister  Gloria 
Beech  and  many  helpers. 

On  Saturday,  February  15,  Pre- 
sident Howard  Badger  and  Sister 
Eleanor  Badger  held  meetings  with 
the    missionaries    and    members    of 


the  Salisbury  Branch.  The  sisters 
met  with  Sister  Badger  in  the  late 
afternoon  for  a  testimony  meeting 
and  later  all  officers  and  teachers 
and  members  met  with  President 
Badger.  The  theme  of  this  meeting 
was  Evaluation  of  our  work  for 
the  Lord. 

Conference  day  on  Sunday  dawn- 
ed warm  and  beautiful.  The  morn- 
ing session  was  attended  by  72  Salis- 
bury members,  nine  visitors  and  ten, 
missionaries.  The  theme  for  the 
morning  session  was  "Sunday 
School." 

After  many  speakers,  President 
Badger  spoke.  He  expressed  his  love 
and  appreciation  for  the  singing, 
beautiful  floral  decorations,  etc.  He 
then  exhorted  all  parents  to  start 
preparing  their  children  for  serving 
a  mission.  He  suggested  that  they 
should  have  three  money  boxes,  the 
first  for  tithing  money,  the  second 
for  mission  money  and  the  third 
for  spending  money.  He  also  men- 
tioned the  "Iron  Rod"  programme 
which  the  Church  was  establishing, 
whereby  the  youth  were  encouraged 
to  choose  a  "big  brother"  or  "big 
sister"  in  whom  they  could  con- 
fide and  from  whom  they  could 
seek  help,  guidance  and  strength 
in  their  difficulties  and  decisions. 

The  theme  for  the  afternoon  ses- 
sion was  Relief  Society.  Sister 
Badger  spoke,  describing  the  bene- 
fits of  Relief  Society  to  every  home 
and  family,  and  the  way  in  which 
it  helped  to  weld  the  members  to- 
gether in  unity,  which  was  so  neces- 
sary in  these  last  days  when  Satan 
was  being  so  successful  in  luring 
away  so  many  sons  and  daughters  of 
God.  President  Badger  was  the  con- 
cluding  speaker. 
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RAMAH  II 

Temple  Trip  Finalised 

Reported  by  Hope   Minne 

MIA  is  getting  ready  for  the  Easter  Convention,  and  everyone  is 
looking  forward  to  that  event  which  each  year  seems  to  get  more 
surprising. 

The  trip  to  the  Temple  is  now  a  firm  and  final  undertaking.  A  well- 
attended  meeting  was  held  to  start  finalising  this  exciting  venture.  The 
date  is  now  definitely  September  27,  and  our  hearts  are  already  beating 
faster  in  anticipation.  Some  have  dropped  out  for  various  reasons  and 
there  are  a  few  vacant  seats,  so  anyone  who  would  like  to  take  this  most 
spiritual  and  exciting  trip  with  the  saints  should  contact  President  Chater 
of  Ramah  II.  What  a  wonderful  thought  —  a  plane  full  of  Latter-day 
Saints  winging  their  way  to  an  LDS  goal,  the  Temple  of  the  Lord. 

The  5.15  Group  is  still  going  strong,  and  our  usual  5.15  show  and 
supper  was  again  most  enjoyable.  The  group  split  up  for  supper  as  it  was 
getting  rather  large  for  one  normal  house  to  contain.  We  are  grateful  to 
the  sisters  and  brothers  who  so  kindly  open  their  homes  to  welcome  the 
group  and,  of  course,  to  the  sisters  who  provide  such  tasty  suppers. 

President  Brian  Chater  has  been  made  a  Marriage  Officer  and  con- 
ducted his  first  wedding  in  Pretoria  on  Saturday,  February  15.  Brother  and 
Sister  Petronella  Nel  have  been  called  to  Mission  positions.  Congratulations 
to  Victor  Bantjies  and  Nerina  van  Niekerk  on  their  marriage.  We  hope 
they  will  grow  happier  and  happier. 

It  was  lovely  to  see  Brother  and  Sister  Tony  Larssen  with  us  at 
Ramah  II  while  they  were  here  on  holiday.  Much  water  has  flowed  under 
the  bridge  since  they  were  here  as  members  and  now  they  have  a  lovely 
family. 


RAMAH   I 

Sports  "Winners" 

Reported  by  Cecilia  Nell 

Relief  Society  started  the  month  place  award  for  that  evening,  allow- 

with    a    successful    cake    sale,    and  ing  them  to   compete  in  the  finals, 

wishes  to  thank  all  those  sisters  for  yet  forthcoming, 

the  help  they  gave.  The  scouts  and  cubs  attended  the 

In   a   recent   District   tennis  tour-  Baden     Powell     service,     and     the 

nament,    Brother    and    Sister   Wally  Church    was    well    represented.    We 

Taylor   won  the    championship   for  are  proud  of  our  lads  and  wish  them 

Ramah  I.  a  good  scouting  year. 

One  evening  the  MIA  turned  up  Brother  Norman  Calteaux  is  home 
at  Joubert  Park  to  cheer  for  our  again  after  his  operation  and  we 
singing  group,  the  "Mormons  wish  him  a  full  and  speedy  re- 
Four".    This    group    won    the    first  covery. 

PRETORIA 

Enjoys  Branch  Outing 

Reported  by  Anna  Muller 

It  was  with  regret  that  we  said  goodbye  to  the  Munch  family  who 
left  Pretoria  to  make  their  home  in  Port  Elizabeth.  We  hope  they  are  very 
happy  in  their  new  branch. 

February  8  was  a  lovely  day  for  our  branch  outing  held  at  the 
Fountains  Valley.  We  were  privileged  to  have  President  and  Sister  Badger 
with   us   on   this   occasion.    Young  and    old,    including    President   Badger, 
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joined  in  the  games  and  everybody  had  a  lot  of  fun.  The  braaivleis  that 
followed  was  thoroughly  enjoyed  and  the  day's  entertainment  was  brought 
to  a  close  by  a  very  amusing  skit  by  the  missionaries. 

We  extend  our  best  wishes  to  Susan  Hutton  and  Victor  Borcherds  who 
were  married  in  the  Pretoria  Chapel  on  February  15.  Congratulations  to 
Linda  Moffit  who  celebrated  her  engagement  to  Mr.  Peter  Power  on  the 
same  day. 

Congratulations  to  Francois  du  Preez,  David  Hutton  and  Cornelius 
Faber  who  were  advanced  to  Teachers  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood. 

Our  prayers  are  with  Sister  France-Brotherton  and  Brother  Henry 
Comrie,  who  have  been  hospitalized. 

CARLETONVILLE 

Opens  Relief  Society 

Reported  by  Pam  Grobler 

Relief     Society     opened     with     a  to  depart  for  home  we  had  enjoyed 

social   evening  to   which  the  whole  a   very   full   evening. 
Branch    was    invited.    Our    evening 

commenced  at  7.30  p.m.  on  February  Another     happy     event     of     this 

6.  Each   Visiting  Teacher  who  had  month   was    the    baptism    of    Keven 

achieved  100%  for  the  year  of  1968  Egman   on   February   7,  which  was 

received    a    year's    subscription    to  his  eighth  birthday.  Many  members 

the   Relief  Society   Magazine.   Each  of    our    branch    as    possible    went 

sister   brought   a   plate  of  eats   and  through  to    Ramah  that  evening  to 

Relief    Society    provided    the    cold  witness     his     baptism.     The     good 

drinks.  After  the  close  of  our  meet-  wishes  of  the   Branch  are  conveyed 

ing,  we  retired  to  one  of  our  Sun-  to   Keven   for  the  years   that   stand 

dav   School   class   rooms,   where  we  before    him    and    we    pray    that    he 

concluded    the    evening    by    playing  might    always    have    our    Heavenly 

games.  By  the  time  we  were  ready  Father's    richest    blessings. 

BLOEMFONTEIN 

Reports  Conference 

Reported  by  Lida  van  der  Leek 

District  Conference  was  held  in  Welkom  during  the  beginning  of  the 
month.  Most  of  the  Bloemfontein  Branch  members  travelled  to  Welkom 
and  were  well  rewarded  for  their  effort.  On  Saturday  afternoon  the  Relief 
Society  and  the  Priesthood  held  meetings.  Supper  was  served  at  the  chapel 
and  everyone  filled  up  on  cold  chicken  and  salads.  The  evening  session's 
subject  was  "Evaluate  Yourself"  and  was  beneficial  to  those  in  attendance. 
The  Sunday  sessions  were  devoted  to  Sunday  School  and  Relief  Society 
respectively.  President  and  Sister  Badger,  Sister  Ivy  Clark  and  Sister 
Barbara  Chater  from  Johannesburg  were  present  and  their  thoughts  on 
the  subjects  were  well  appreciated.  Bloemfontein  Branch  would  like  to 
thank  the  members  from  Welkom  for  their  hospitality  during  the  weekend. 

The  MIA  started  off  on  a  fine  footing  as  the  members  were  treated  to  a 
watermelon  and  ice  cream  bust  for  the  opening  social.  It  was  held  at  Loch 
Logan  and  many  members  probably  felt  like  watermelons  afterwards  but 
enjoyed  themselves  fully. 

The  membership  of  the  Branch  has  changed  somewhat  during  the  past 
two  months.  Brother  and  Sister  Robb  left  for  Ladybrand,  but  they  still  come 
often  to  meetings  when  they  are  in  Bloemfontein.  Brother  and  Sister  John 
Daubney  have  gone  to  settle  in  Koffiefontein  and  Brother  and  Sister  George 
Botha  and  family  have  moved  to  Johannesburg.  Brother  and  Sister  Delport, 
however,  have  moved  from  Krugersdorp  to  settle  in  Bloemfontein. 
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The  Branch  would  like  to  congratulate  Brother  Bruce  Nuns  and 
Sister  Ruth  Driskel  on  their  marriage  which  was  February  22.  We  hope 
that  their  happiness  will  last  forever.  Unfortunately  Ruth  and  Bruce  will 
settle  in  Maseru,  Lesotho,  but  we  hope  to  see  them  often  at  our  Sunday 
meetings. 


BELLVILLE 


Boosts  Building  Fund 

Reported  by  Dorathea  E.  A.  Storey 


An  item  of  news  that  should  have 
been  reported  before,  but  was  un- 
fortunately overlooked,  was  that  of 
one  of  our  young  brothers,  Karel 
Kosciuch,  who  was  made  head  boy 
of  his  school  for  this  year.  He  was 
also  one  of  two  boys  chosen  to 
represent  his  school  by  the  Rotary 
Club.  These  boys  visited  certain 
homes  on  an  Agricultural  Course, 
and  Karel  made  such  a  good  impres- 
sion on.  the  people  he  visited  that  he 
was  invited  to  spend  the  school 
holidays  with  them. 

On  Saturday  February  8  and 
again  on  February  15,  the  Building 
Fund  Committee  held  rummage 
sales  and  realised  the  sum  of  R114. 
On  the  evening  of  the  8th,  thev  also 
put  on  a  chicken  braai  and  film 
show  and  this  function  made  a 
profit  of  R40.  Our  thanks  go  to 
the  committee  members,  especially 
Brother  Niel  van  Noordwyk,  for  the 
very  hard  work  they  put  in,  to 
make  these  functions  such  a  success. 
We  would  also  like  to  thank  our 
sister  branch,  Mowbray,  for  sup- 
porting us  so  well. 

The  MIA  held  its  opening  func- 
tion on  February  3.  This  took  the 
form  of  an  introduction  to  each 
section   of  the   MIA  and  a   demon- 


stration of  what  each  department 
does.  The  opening  turn  was  a  re- 
affirmation, of  the  Scout  promise 
led  by  the  GSM  Brother  Noel 
Storey.  Lighter  notes  were  intro- 
duced later  and  the  event  culminated 
with  the  dance  director,  Sister  Win- 
nie Smith,  taking  over  for  a  session 
of   dancing. 

On  Scout  Sunday,  February  23, 
our  branch  Scouts  attended  the  an- 
nual "Scout  Own"  Service,  held  by 
the  Cape  Western  Division  of  the 
Boy  Scouts  of  South  Africa.  This 
was  an  open-air,  non-denomina- 
tional service  and  our  branch  Scout- 
master, scouts,  parents,  and  com- 
mittee members  gave  good  support. 
During  this  day  all  scouts  attended 
their  Sunday  School  and  Sacrament 
meetings  in  uniform. 

This  month  we  witnessed  the 
releasing  of  our  Branch  Presidency. 
We  would  like  to  thank  them  for 
a  work  well  done.  The  members 
also  sustained  the  new  Branch  Pre- 
sidency: Brother  James  Banfield  as 
President,  Brother  Winston  McKin- 
non  and  Brother  Richard  Siems  as 
First  and  Second  Counsellor  re- 
spectively. We  welcome  them  to 
these   positions. 


MOWBRAY 


Sweetheart  Ball 


Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith 

A  charming  evening  was  spent  at  the  home  of  Sister  Shirley  Sanders 
on  February  19,  when  she  arranged  a  baby  shower  for  Sister  Marilyn 
Park. 

The  Sweetheart  Ball  held  on  February  28  was  a  great  success.  The 
hall  was  tastefully  decorated  with  the  Valentine  emblems  of  hearts  and 
flowers.  The  Bellville  Branch  was  responsible  for  this  and  certainly  made  a 
good  job  of  it. 

The  Father  and  Son  Camp  was  a  great  success.  All  of  the  males  around 
the  Branch  came  back  looking  tanned  and  happy.  The  Cub  Pack  at 
"Cumorah"  is  forging  ahead  splendidly.  Akela  and  her  boys  are  really 
enthusiastic  in  filling  all  their  requirements. 
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A  touching  ceremony  was  performed  when  the  Baldwin  family  was 
baptized  on  February  26.  Everyone  who  was  present  on  this  occasion 
declared  that  it  was  a  wonderful  experience. 

Congratulations  go  to  Brother  Boyd  and  Sister  Antoinette  Macfarlane 
on  the  birth  of  their  first  grandson.  Brother  Clyde  and  Sister  Nelly  Gelden- 
huys  are  also  to  be  congratulated  on  the  arrival  of  a  granddaughter  to 
Sister  Odessa  in  Canada.  More  congratulations  go  to  the  Fouches  for  the 
dear  little  baby  girl  who  has  come  to  make  her  home  with  them. 

Sister  Violet  Taylor  had  a  nasty  accident  when  she  fell  and  broke  her 
arm.  This  may  prevent  her  wielding  the  baton,  for  a  while,  but  it  takes  a 
lot  to  keep  her  from  being  cheerful.  Brother  Jan  van  Brandwyk  is  still  very 
ill  and  the  prayers  of  the  members  are  for  his  well-being.  Sister  Clarissa 
Bibb  is  also  among  those  who  are  on  the  sick  list. 

HERMANUS 

Branch  Progressing 

Reported  by  Doreen  Wilson 

MIA  opened  with  a  jolly  social.  The    T.Y.    Wilson    family    which 

with    games    and    refreshments    en-  has  come  to  reside  permanently   in 

joyed  by  all.  Hermanus    has    helped    to    increase 

Relief   Society  opened   their  new  the  number  in  the  Branch, 

session  with  a  social  to  which  the  Brother    and    Sister    Jack    Barris 

brethren     were     invited;     a     happy  from    South    West    Africa    spent    a 

evening  with   refreshments  was  en-  holiday     with     Brother    and     Sister 

joyed.  The  Relief  Society  also  held  Barris  here. 

a  very   successful   cake    and   handi-  An  enjoyable  fireside  was  held  at 

work  sale  in  March  and  the  sum  of  the    home    of    Brother    and    Sister 

R33  was  realized.  Wilson. 

EAST  LONDON 

Relief  Society  Enjoys  Activities 

Reported  by  Maria  van  Heerden 

Our  auxiliaries  are  in  full-swing.  At  Relief  Society,  the  sisters  enjoyed 
seeing  the  slides  of  Sister  Olsen's  trip  to  Denmark.  We  came  to  the  con- 
clusion though,  that  although  Denmark  is  a  very  beautiful  country,  "there's 
no  place  like  home."  The  following  week  we  enjoyed  a  hairdressing  demon- 
stration given  by  one  of  the  local  hairdressers.  Most  of  the  ladies  came 
away  from  the  meeting  with  the  resolution  that  they  would  pay  much 
better  attention  to  their  "crowing  glories".  So  far,  Relief  Society  seems  to 
have  made  a  good  start. 

Except  for  young  Sally  Waldek,  who  had  to  undergo  a  sudden  opera- 
tion, the  saints  here  have  been  blessed  with  good  health.  Our  best  wishes 
are  with  Sally  for  a  speedy  recovery. 

A  very  warm  welcome  is  extended  to  Sister  Jenny  Cotterrell  from 
Durban,  and  the  Lawrence  family  from  Zambia,  who  have  returned  to  our 
branch.  We  are  very  pleased  to  have  them  with  us.  Among  our  new 
arrivals,  we  must  include  Sister  Colleen  Krull,  who  was  baptised  on 
February  9.  Judging  from  the  tears  shed,  this  was  a  joyous  occasion  for 
the  Krull  family. 

PIETERMARITZBURG 


Striving  to  Dedicate  Chapel 

Reported  by  Connie  de  Bruin 

The   sisters  are   planning  a   night  The  Maritzburg  saints  have  only 

out  to  dinner  to  celebrate  Relief  So-      R800   left   to   pay   off  their   chapel. 

ciety's    birthday.    This    should    take       They    are    determined    to    do    this 

place  in  March.  by  June-July  and  hope  to   be   able 
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to  have  the  building  dedicated  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  year.  Plans  are 
being  made  for  cake  sales,  dinners, 
dances  and  various  other  functions 
to  help  find  the  amount  needed. 


Attendance  at  the  games  evenings 
on  Saturdays  has  decreased,  but 
those  who  come  out  find  it  well 
worth   while. 


DURBAN 

MIA  Active 

Reported  by  Cherryl  D.  Vice 

The  MIA  had  its  opening  social  with  an  evening  full  of  rather 
hilarious  games.  The  MIA  would  like  particularly  to  congratulate  and 
welcome  its  new  leaders,  Brother  and  Sister  Jeff  and  Wendy  Travis.  The 
MIA  also  held  a  most  effective  "Valentine  Party"  on  the  14th  and  a 
swimming  party  at  Brighton  Beach. 

The  monthly  film  show  was  held,  featuring  "The  Moonspinners", 
starring  Haley  Mills  and  Peter  McErney.  That  same  day  a  work  party 
was  held  at  the  chapel. 

The  Durban  Branch  would  like  to  welcome  two  little  people  into  its 
membership  roll;  they  are  Brian  Pearson  and  Sister  Rosemary  Hill. 


MISSIONARY  ACTIVITIES 


ELDER    ROBERT 

DENNIS. 

Salt    Lake    City,    Utah 


ELDER    RUSSELL 
WILDER. 

Salt    Lake    City,    Utah 


APPOINTMENTS 


ELDER  RUSSEL  WILDER  appointed  Mission  Recorder  March  15,  1969.  Elder  Wilder  has 
served    in    Pretoria,    Johannesburg.    Port   Elizabeth    and    Klerksdorp. 

ELDER  ROBERT  DENNIS  appointed  District  Leader  of  the  Mission  Home.  March  1,  1969. 
Elder   Dennis   has   served   in    Cape    Town    and   the   Mission    Home. 


TRANSFERS 


ELDER    RUSSEL    HARPER    transferred    to    Windhoek.    South    West    Africa,    February    26, 

1969. 
ELDER  DENNIS  SAUNDERS  transferred  to   Windhoek,   South   West   Africa,  March  7.    1969. 
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FROM  OUR  RECORDS 

BLESSINGS 

BULAWAYO  SALVESEN.  Brenton  Denis  blessed   February 

PANANINO.   Candice   Lynn   blessed   Decern-        „  2-   196,9-        „  r  .       . ,        _.   ^  . 

ber   1     1%8  SALVESEN,   Gregory   John    blessed    February 

2.   1969. 
DURBAN  RAMAH   I 

FUTTER,   Lorelle   Carol   blessed   February   2,        OLIVER,     Dominique     blessed     January     5. 
1969.  1969. 

BAPTISMS 

BULAWAYO  SALVESEN,    Errol    Denis    baptised    February 

BARBOUR,  Colin  Clive   baptised   January   4.  l«    1969- 

1969.  SALVESEN.     Heather     Faith     baptised     Feb- 

BARBOUR,  Elizabeth  Anne  baptised  January  ruary    1,    1969. 

4.    1969. 

BINEDELL.  Doreen  Elaine  baptised  February  MOWBRAY 

™!iJm*?Vi     cw,        t            u     . •    ,,   ,-.  BALDWIN,  Anna      baptised      February      26. 

COLEMAN,   Sheldon   Leroy  baptised  Decern-  iqfiq 
ber   7,    1968. 

GAY,    Mark    Franklin    Joshua    baptised    Feb-  BALDWIN,  Dorothea    Alice     baptised     Feb- 
ruary.   1,    1969;  ruarv   26-    1969- 

CARLETONVILLE  BALDWIN.  Julius  Alfred   Houtekiet  baptised 

EKMAN,   Anthony    Kevin    baptised    February  February    26,    1969. 

7<    1969-  BALDWIN,  William         Fredrick         baptised 

DURBAN  February    26.    1969. 

DAVIS,    Karen    Gaynor    baptised    December  RAMAH  I 

HILL,    Roslyn    Jane    baptised    February    16.  CLARK,  James  David  baptised  December  4. 

1969.  1968. 

PEARSON,    Bryan    Allan    baptised    February  KEYES,   Trevor   Thomas    baptised    December 

16,    1969.  4.    1968. 

ORDINATIONS 

BULAWAYO  EAST   LONDON 

BARBOUR,   Colin  Clive   ordained   a   Deacon        BRAGGE,    Beresford    Ronayne    Anthony    or- 
January    26.    1969.  dained   an    Elder   October   26,    1968. 

FOURIE,    Eddy    Ernest    ordained    an    Elder 
October  26,   1968. 

MARRIAGE 

BLOEMFONTEIN  EAST   LONDON 

DRISKEL.    Ruth    married    Bruce    Alan    Nun        VAN     HEERDEN.    Laura     Audrey     married 
February  22,   1969.  Anthony    McCune    Mortlock. 

DURBAN  SALISBURY 

MITCHELL,    William    Arthur    married    Joan        WILKINSON.  Gail  Annette  married  Michael 
Beatrice    Dreyer    October    12,    1968.  Douglas    Spooner    February    1969. 

OUR  CHANGING   WORLD       (Continued    from   page    102) 

wherefore     they     obtain     not     the  Why  should  we  satisfy  ourselves 

crown    over    the    kingdom    of    our      wjth  mediocrity  or  less  when  a  new 

^Membership  in  the  Church  alone  and  ,firm  ^solution  can  change  our 

will  not  save  us.  We  must  be  "an-  whole   life  s   structure   and   give  us 

xiously  engaged"  in  the  good  cause.  new  horizons  of  happiness? 

With  each  new  year,  as  with  each 
new  day,  we  can  plan  for  an   im-  — From  Church  News 

proved  future  and  for  the  good  and 
abundant  life  God  offers  us.  December  28,  1968 
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They 

Speak 


for 


Themselves 


Before  her  teenage  son  left  for  a  party  one  evening,  a  widowed  mother 
told  him  when  she  expected  him  home  and  how  she  hoped  he  would 
conduct  himself.  It  was  the  usual  maternal  lecture,  ending  with,  '"Remem- 
ber, Michael,  I  am  responsible  for  you." 

Mike  gave  her  a  friendly  hug.  "Don't  worry,  Mum,"  he  told  her. 
"You're  doing  a  grand  job.  You  just  don't  have  enough  confidence  in 
yourself." 

*  *  H= 

You  can't  build  a  reputation  on  what  you  are  going  to  do. 

—  Henry  Ford 

*  *  * 

There  is  so  much  good  in  the  worst  of  us 
And  so  much  bad  in  the  best  of  us, 
That  it's  rather  hard  to  tell  which  of  us 
Ought  to  reform  the  rest  of  us. 

*  *  # 

The  successful  conversationalist  must  be  able  to  disagree  without 
being  disagreeable. 

*  *  * 

As  the  mother  of  eight  lively  young  children,  I  get  few  opportunities 
to  go  out  in  the  evening.  One  Thursday  night  as  I  was  dressing,  my  six- 
year-old  son  asked,  "Where's  Mon  going  tonight?"  "To  Relief  Society," 
answered  his  older  sister.  "What's  Relief  Society?"  piped  up  a  four  year 
old.  With  all  the  wisdom  of  his  years,  the  six  year  old  replied,  "I  don't 
know,  but  it  is  a  relief  for  Mon  to  go  to  it!" 

*  *  *  c*3 

Poise  is  defined  as  the  art  of  raising  the  eyebrows  instead  of  the  roof  5 

*  *  * 

No  really  great  man  ever  thought  so  himself.  -^ 

—William  Hazlitt 

Real  intelligence  is  a  creative  use  of  knowledge,  not  merely  an  accumu- 
lation of  facts. 

*  *  * 

Ask  not  what  your  country  can  do  for  you;  ask  what  you  can  do  for 
your  country. 

—  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy 

*  *  * 

Godmother:  Genevieve  is  so  bright  —  only  twelve  years  old,  and  she 
is  studying  French  and  algebra.  Say  good  morning  to  Mrs.  Jones  in  algebra, 
Genevieve. 
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